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THE lOW A HOMEMAI{ER 
"A Magazine tor Homemakers from a Homemakers' School" 
VOL. VII DECEMBER, 1927 NO. 6 
The Place of the Child 
I HAVE read with keen interest the articles, "The Place of . the Child," 
which the Homemaker has pub-
lished, and I congratulate you on the 
constructive way you have approached 
the study of a question which is much 
under discussion and which very-
rightly does have two sides to it. 
I have spent little more than a year 
now studying this movement for child 
development and I have been privi-
leged to visit most of the nursery 
schools in the United States, as well 
as a number of the clinics where diffi-
cult problems of child behavior are 
referred. I have talked with many 
parents and have often discussed the 
question at issue, "Is it best for the 
child, as well as for the mother, to send 
it to a well run nursery school?" 
Not long ago I was talking with the 
dean of one of our agricultural col-
leges about the problems of child de-
velopment and the college's responsi-
bility for teaching its young women 
how to grow children, as Mr. Knapp 
used to say. He turned to me and 
said, "I would not send my child to a 
nursery school," and I replied, "Well, 
I doubt if I would, but if I didn't I 
would devote a large part of my time 
providing for my child the opportuni-
ties which the well-run nursery school 
offers him;" and then I told him some-
thing of the guiding principles which 
direct the activities of the nursery 
school, of the type of training and the 
personality of nursery school teachers, 
and I also told him of the importance, 
especially in the early years, of sur-
rounding the child with an environ-
ment where he can develop, as fully 
as possible, his potential physical, 
emotional and intellectual capacities. 
When I stopped he turned to me with 
a smile and said, "Miss Richardson, I 
shall send my child to a nursery 
school, because I have neither the 
time nor the training to give to my 
child the care that he could get at the 
kind of nursery school you have de-
scribed." 
Whether one sends one's child to a 
nursery school may depend upon many 
things, but whether you do or not, do 
not lose the opportunity to visit one 
if there is a nursery school in your 
town or near-by. Learn something of 
the methods they use, watch the chi!-
By ANNA E. RICHARDSON 
dren and the teachers. Do the chil-
dren seem happy? Are they free? Are 
they self-reliant? Do they seem well 
developed for their ages? Are they eat-
ing the right food? Drinking their 
This is the third and last of 
the series on the Nursery School. 
This article is written by our 
former dean, who is now a field 
worker of the committee for 
child development and parental 
education of the Americau Home 
Economics Association. 
milk without being coaxed? The an-
swers to some of these questions 
should help you to decide whether you 
would like your child to go to a nurs-
ery school. ·Further, find out the plan 
of cooperation with the homes of the 
children. Does the teacher seem eager 
to encourage the home to assume its 
full responsibility? Remember the 
good nursery school always supple-
m.Ants. n ever supplants the home. It 
helps the home and the parents to do 
better the things which they would 
like to do for their child. It helps the 
parents to get a better understanding 
of that often very puzzling bit of hu-
manity, the young son or daughter 
who seems so wise, altho so very 
young, who so early learned how to get 
his own way by methods all his own. 
A visit to a nursery school will re-
ward you with a store of pleasant 
memories for many a day. 
I am not willing to argue for or 
against the nursery school, for as yet 
this choice is within the r each of only 
a selected few of our children and this 
is a privileged group living in one of 
our large centers or in the proximity 
of one of our progressive college de-
partments. I am concerned not so 
much with this question, but rather, 
is the modern home the best place for 
the child? Don't be startled; there are 
those who, in the light of modern con-
ditions, are seriously asking this ques-
tion. Are we, as parents, ready to 
stand shoulder to shoulder to main-
tain our homes as the best places in 
which to rear children? I hope so, for 
I have great faith in the home, but it 
will take real understanding and con-
stant effort. 
The more I have studied the prob-
lems of child behavior, the more con-
vinced I am that they are only symp-
tomatic-the real problem is adult be-
havior, which the child so quickly r e-
flects. 
One of our modern psychologists 
r ecently said, "We are now freed from 
the bugaboo of heredity." I was 
tempted to add, "and we have only 
jumped from the frying pan into the 
fire," for as serious as it is to feel 
that one of your bad characteristics 
has been inherited by your child, it is 
infinitely worse to know that your 
daily life and conduct conditions his 
behavior and that they are the largest 
factors in determining what his char-
acter will be, what are his social 
traits, his standards of right and 
wrong, of fair play and of loyalty. Are 
we ready, for the sake of our children, 
to face these facts and to do our very 
best to surround him with conditions 
which will give him a chance to be the 
child we would like to have him? Are 
you ready to study seriously some of 
(ContiDU!;l(l on page 16) 
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Registrar Reports Increased 
Enrollment 
With 4,074 students now attending 
classes at Iowa State, the enrollment 
stands at the highest point in the 
school's h istory, according to the reg-
istrar. There are now 211 more stu-
dents in school than were here at this 
t ime last year. The faculty directory 
is also somewhat larger than was the 
~-------------------------------------------- 1 I The College savings Bank I I AMES, IOWA 
1 Wishes the Students of Iowa State College I 
I A Merry Chrismas ,1 
I We will be glad to welcome you back next 
I I quarter. I I 
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I In fact , everything shown in our store for Xmas is new. I 
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Toilet Sets 
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We are in a position to make your Xmas shopping a pleasure. 
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Wayne Knit Hose for Christmas Gifts 
In a diver , ity of shades, in various weights from the sheerest and most 
transparent to the heavier qualities. Wayne Knit · Hos:ery is known 
for its t endency to wear exceptionally long. · 
Specially priced in box (3 pairs) quantities. You may have assorted 
colors and sizes. 
Regu lar $1.95 chiffon, 3 pairs . ..... . . . .... . .. . . ... $5.00 
A l l silk sem i-ch iffon , $2.00 quality . . ... .. .. . . ... . . . $5.25 
Light service-lisle hem ... . .. . ..... . ......•..... $4.00 I 
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directory for last year, as 114 new 
names have been added to that list. 
According to the census taken at the 
time of r egistration, 11 percent of the 
present students operate motor cars. 
Every sort of a car, from the family 
sedan to the "collegiate flivver," 
amounting to almost nothing at all, is 
included in the census. A number of 
the students driving cars depend upon 
this means of transportation to and 
from th~ campus. 
The Place of the Child 
(Continued from page 1) 
the best new books on child care and 
guidance, to attend classes for parents 
which are being offered by the exten-
sion service of some eight of our 
states' colleges? If this is impossible, 
to enroll in a correspondenca course 
or to schedule your day so that you 
may spend time with your child, ob-
serving him closely, trying to under-
stand him, talking to him or playing 
with him? Are you providing compan-
ionship for him of his own age? Re-
member , there is no factor in one's 
environment more important than as-
sociation with one's equals, both in 
s ize and in social and intellectual de-
velopment. 
If you will do these things, I do not 
think you need to worry as to whether 
you send your child to the nursery 
school. 
I cannot close this article without 
paying special tr ibute to the work of 
the n urser y school at Iowa State Col-
lege. I have watched its growth since 
its inception and I have worked 
closely with those who have been re-
sponsible for its direction-Mrs. Lan-
caster, Miss Swanson and Dr. Vance. 
The college and the state have a right 
to be proud of what it is doing and to 
rejoice that so many of the young wo-
men of Iowa are privileged to learn to 
know little children thru contact with 
that school. The service it r enders to 
the student is still unique. There are 
few places that so well serve the 
homes of today and the homes of to-
morrow as does that nursery school. 
It teaches love and respect for the per-
sonality of the child, and the applica-
tion of the best there is in modern 
nutrition, psychology, sociology and 
physical care to the solution of simple 
problems of the home, so that the col-. 
lege woman may assume homemaking 
and parenthood with confidence born 
of intelligent understanding of her 
problems and how to meet them. 
Household Buying 
(Continued fro-m page 10) 
consumer and some effort must be 
made upon the part of the consumers 
to get this help. Does the consumer 
want assistance and will she use it 
when she gets it? It has been sug 
gested that the consumer herself does 
not know what she wants. If this in-
dictment is true, is it not time for us 
to show that the household buyer does 
know what she needs and would ap-
preciate help in these matters which 
concern her so vitally'? 
